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Abstract 
Pictorial illustrations are more descriptive and expressive than plain words in the 
process of information transmission. That is why they are included in many 
dictionaries. As far as learner’ dictionary is concerned, ELDs in UK and US on the 
whole has a much longer history and does better in the aspect of pictorial illustrations 
treatment . However, in China pictorial illustrations are not given due importance and 
attention in the compilation of ECLDs. 
This study will tackle the treatment of pictorial illustrations in mainstream ELDs 
like OALECD, MECD and LDOCE from the cognitive view and lexicographic view 
so domestic lexicographers in China can make full use of their merits and avoid their 
defects while designing pictorial illustrations for homemade ECLDs . To begin with 
the thesis introduces one of the theories from cognitive view. And it is found that 
verbal definition with pictorial illustrations is definitely superior to verbal definition 
alone and that memory for pictorial illustrations is better than memory for text. 
Another introduction of theory is from lexicographic view. Some lexicographers 
strongly support the inclusion of pictorial illustration in ELDs. Al-Kasimi states that 
pictorial illustrations should be systematically and consistently applied in bilingual 
dictionaries as an important lexicographic device. Svensen holds that pictorial 
illustrations can effectively supply visual support for verbal definitions in dictionaries 
and lists several advantages of pictorial illustrations. So both of theories support the 
inclusion of pictorial illustrations in ELDs.  
An introduction is then conducted of pictorial illustrations in OALECD, MECD 
and LDOCE from two aspects: illustrated words of various parts of speech and 
functions of pictorial illustrations in the dictionary. After that a detailed analysis of 
four categories of pictorial illustrations in OALECD, MECD and LDOCE from the 
aspects of number, size, positioning, color, caption, headword, sense number and 
functions realized are presented. And special merits and some defects in the treatment 
of pictorial illustrations in each dictionary are summarized. 
Finally, the thesis ends with the summary of the whole paper, major findings of the 
present study and limitations and some suggestions for further study. Generally 













                                    Abstract                                      
 II
mainly provide pictorial illustrations for nouns, so the balance should be kept 
concerning the parts of speech of illustrated words. Secondly, among these three 
dictionaries, OALECD and LDOCE don’t follow the tradition and include as many 
group illustrations as possible. Thirdly, single illustrations in these three dictionaries 
are all put close to the illustrated lemmas, thus dictionary users’ reading won’t be 
interrupted. And single illustrations for verbs in OALECD and LDOCE are 
accompanied with phrasal or sentence captions which will greatly help users get a 
better understanding of their usages. Fourthly, among these three dictionaries, 
structural illustrations in OALECD are most detailed and well-designed. Fifthly, 
scenic illustrations can serve many functions, sometimes they can even bridge the 
cultural gaps. Lastly, advantages and disadvantages of group illustration are 
presented.  
Despite hard work done to make the present study exhaustive, there are still some 
problems left. Firstly, because of the limitation of time, only three typical ELDs of 
OALECD, MECD and LDOCE are chosen as the study cases in this paper, so the 
findings of the qualitative research is not as convincing as qualitative and quantitative 
research. Secondly, in chapter four, the thesis only focuses on the comparison and 
contrast of pictorial illustrations in various categories. In fact more aspects can be 
compared and contrasted such as the number of illustrated lemmas, different parts of 
speech of illustrated lemmas and so on. 
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Abbreviations 
OALECD     Oxford Advanced Learner’s English-Chinese Dictionary 
LDOCE      Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English 
MECDFAL   MACMILLAN English- Chinese DICTIONARY FOR ADVANCED 
LEARNERS 
ELDs       English Learner’s Dictionaries 
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